A mother and three daughters with congenital dislocation of the hip and a characteristic facial appearance: a new syndrome?
We describe a mother and her three daughters who all have bilateral congenital dislocation of the hip. The mother has had no other medical problems and is on the 90th centile for height. Her three daughters resemble each other strongly with facial characteristics which include hypertelorism, epicanthic folds, puffiness around the eyes, a flat mid-face and a carp-shaped mouth. All three daughters are on the 3rd centile for height, with their head circumference on a higher centile and all had an ASD. Other features include congenital dislocation of one knee (one), congenital inguinal hernia (one) and vesico-ureteric reflux (one). They also have clinodactyly and hyperextensible finger joints, both features also seen in their father, whose height is on the 3rd centile and who had bilateral congenital inguinal herniae. Collagen studies of skin and ligament were normal. This family does not appear to fit with any of the recognized congenital dislocation syndromes and we suggest that they may represent a previously undescribed syndrome.